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Approximately 90 per cent of the oil workers at the Tia Juana field were out

on strike as of the morning of 2 Mareh 1949.% The Punta Cords power plant at
Cabinas was in full operation. Agltation to persuade the remaining workers to
go out on strike continmued. Inflammatory handbills alsc continued to elrcul-ite.

The Red Corrunist (Partido Comunista de Venezuela - FCV) controlled petroleum
syndieate office wns ' mreported closed, and six police were occupying the
premises.,

Lt. Col. Roberto Casanova planned to place an Army cordon around the Cabimas
district for the purpose of containing the strike in that area. Two more
elandestine radio transmitters were seized by the Army in the Maracaibo area
on the night of 1 March 1949.

The workers at the Jest Lake oil fields of Mara and Concepelon struck in

sympathy with the Cabimas and Tia Juans strikers on the aftornoon of 1 March 1949.
Maracaibo and the other aressp were still unaffected and normal. -
As a means of forcing a showdown with the strilkers the Army lssued an official
deeree which called for at least 51 per cent of the strikers to be back on the
job by 7 a.m., 2 Varch 194%. If less than 51 per cemt of the strikers repcrted
to work, the Army planned to declare a state of siege in the Cabimas and Tie
Juana areas, send all workers home, and close down the entire area. Soldlers
woirld then canvass each worker as to his willingness to return to work. When a
majority of the workers had agreed to return, the fields would be reopened

and the workers puaranteed military protection.

With the exception of utilities, all activity in this area was paralyzed, and
the 7 p.n. curfew had been imposed. No safe conduct passes were being issued,
and anyone leaving his residence by day or night rmust be perscnally escorted
by a mtional guardsman or run the risk of being shot on sight. The strike has
been orderly ac far, and no incidents have been renorted.

The Army at the presont time 1s not contemnlating diseciplinary measures ageinst
the strikers in the West Lake fields.

Corment. This hiph nercent-ge of sttikers at the Tia Juana field is bslieved
due to the fact that most of these workers live in Tabimas and commuic to Tia
Juana. The workers who reside in Tia Juana were reported on the job.
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